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no move to depose or interfere with his position,
which is, in our eyes, still that of Generalissimo. . . .
His prolonged stay here is not of our doing.
I telegraphed last Monday night welcoming anyone
to come from Nanking to hear the Generalissimo's
views, and arrange with him for the necessary safe-
guards to prevent the development of civil warfare.
. . . Ever since then, he has been waiting in vain,
as have we, for someone to arrive from Nanking
competent to deal with the matter, so that the
Generalissimo can return to the capital and resume
his duties. It is a strange thing that there has been
this delay; had someone come, he could have returned
to Nanking some days ago.
However, he is waiting, he is respected, he is un-
molested, and Mr. Donald lives with him in a modern
house uninterfered with by anyone. And when he
does return to Nanking I am prepared, if a dis-
passionate and fair trial is possible, to go with him to
stand before the nation. If, after hearing all the facts,
they condemn me as having done wrong, then I will
take the punishment meted out, be it even a sentence
of death.	chang hsueh-liang"
Believe it all, or believe none of it; diplomatic
telegrams are always to be taken with a certain
amount of reserve. But while those most familiar
with Chinese affairs have learnt to take few public
statements at their face value, the facts mentioned
in this telegram are substantially accurate. There is
money involved in every transaction in China, be-
cause money Is a sign of good faith. But Chang
Hsueh-liang had money enough; he did not need to
go to war to get more. The ransom he wanted for
Chiang Kai-shek—and, after all, there was nothing
that could guarantee it to him—was a new policy for
China.

